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District Blueprint 
for Growth and 
Development ’22 -  ’25 

The Blueprint serves as the 
District’s three-year strategic 
plan, prioritizing our work and 
charting our course for all those 
involved in educating the 
children of Old Tappan. It 
concentrates on five areas to 
support student success: (a.) 
educating the whole child; (b.) 
enriching our academic 
programs; (c.) supporting our 
high-quality faculty and staff; (d.) 
enhancing our facility and 
operations; and (e.) developing 
our relationships and 
partnerships. To learn about our 
Blueprint’s goals and 
performance objectives, click 
here. To see the Blueprint as a 
trifold brochure, click here.  

Support Our PTO 

With the efforts of many 
dedicated individuals, the 
Parent-Teacher Organization 
(PTO) provides varied programs 
and opportunities for our 
children. Please join the PTO 
and support their generous 
organization, with their many 
active committees. Thank you! 

OLD TAPPAN PK-8 
Community | Curiosity | Courage | Creativity | Commitment

School Year: 2023-2024 
The Board of Education approved the 2023-2024 school year 
calendar. This calendar has been emailed to you and has been 
posted to our District website. As we plan school activities for the 
2023-2024 school year, they will begin to be added to our web 
calendars.  

Every school year calendar has three (3) built-in school closure 
days for inclement weather or emergency situations. We will see 
what the rest of the winter season has in store for us for this school 
year. Once the winter weather is behind us, an update to our 
2022-2023 year-end calendar dates will be shared with you.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14b-QsOE_tjeRZ0RRXUeGD09J8obTVfEK/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14b-QsOE_tjeRZ0RRXUeGD09J8obTVfEK/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PPChpBQcYasxVClz9kqKiSEEQshLquwZ/view?usp=share_link


oldtappanschools.org February 2023

Please, recycle. 2

Powerful Debaters! 

CDW’s Debate Team 
achieved a double win at 
the Bergen County 
Academy competition this 
month. These debaters 
earned 27 points for their 
Affirmative case, and they 
earned 24 points for their 
Negative case. The Team 
has been working hard all 
year to present cases for 
and against the United 
States federal government 
increasing its cooperation 
with NATO in the areas of 
cybersecurity, artificial 
intelligence, and 
biotechnology. The CDW 
Debate Team will compete 
in its final debate of the 
season in March.  

Learning to debate reaps 
life-long benefits in public 
speaking and written 
communication skills, 
increases confidence and 
poise, improves higher-
order thinking skills, and 
broadens knowledge across 
disciplines.  

STEM Activities 
Students work collaboratively to design and engineer products 
that solve problems, while meeting established criteria. To do so, 
the elementary students applied the engineering-design process.  

Independent and Interdisciplinary Work
The students’ STEM activities were outgrowths from the elementary 
school-wide book, Clementine.  

Based on events in the book, the first-grade and second-grade 
students were tasked with creating hats for the book’s main 
character, Clementine, and her friend. The students were given 
parameters within which to work. All students had time to plan for 
preliminarily designs of their prototypes, following the 
engineering-design process. Then, the students had to 'shop' for 
their materials from the classroom’s pre-established supply list, and 
they could only spend a certain amount on building materials. The 
following days were spent building and testing their designed 
creations. Students made changes to their designs as they worked 
independently and collaboratively. Some of the changes led to 
stronger creations. They concluded with showcases of their work. 



oldtappanschools.org February 2023

Please, recycle. 3

Want to Participate? 

If you are interested in 
participating in casual 
conversations about our 
District, participate in a 
District-Based Planning Team 
Meeting, as we engage in 
open question-answer 
discussions and discuss our 
three-year Blueprint. Join us in 
the Board Office on March 
29th at 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM! 
There is no need to RSVP, just 
come and join the group.  

STANDARDIZED 
TESTING 
PRESENTATION
Is Your Child New to State 
Standardized Testing in NJ?  
If so, join Dr. Da Giau for a Parent Workshop on Wednesday, 22 March, at  
1:00 PM or 7:00 PM. Pick the time that works with your schedule. Dr. Da Giau 
will offer an overview of the State’s standardized tests in Grades 3-8, the test 
features, and question prototypes.  

Wednesday, 3/22 
1:00 PM or 7:00 PM 
BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM (LOWER LEVEL OF CDW)

22
MARCH

Old Tappan 
Public School 

District

Join Us 

3/29 
1:00 PM  

or  7:00 PM

http://oldtappanschools.org
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Friends & Kindness 

During the school’s Character 
Art classes, the elementary-
aged children have been 
making friendship bracelets. 
At the end of the assembly 
program, every child received 
a friendship bracelet made by 
another child in the school! 

. 

Welcome Aboard the 
School’s Friend Ship! 
This month, the TBD students gathered together for a 
school-wide assembly program presented by the school’s 
Character Education Committee. TBD’s theme this year is 
“Welcome Aboard the Friend Ship!"  

Kat Yeh’s (2016) book, The Friend Ship, was used as a 
program springboard, in which a lonely hedgehog overhears 
passersby talking about something that gives her hope, a 
Friend Ship! Following the book-share,  the children learned 
how to be a good friend to others. They reviewed the ways 
of showing friendship, such as helping someone, inviting 
someone to play, smiling at someone, and finding 
something you have in common with another. During the 
program, the children were shown visual examples of their 
peers enacting these age-appropriate strategies. Relevancy 
and relatability contribute to students’ meaning-making. 
When students transition to CDW, this work continues 
through age-appropriate lessons and “Inspire to SHINE” 
activities. Middle schoolers learn about different types of 
friendships, conflicts, and strategies for school relationships.  

http://oldtappanschools.org
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Summer Skill-
Booster Program 

We will be facilitating the 
Summer Skill-Booster Program 
again for all interested students 
during the month of July.  

This program will be free of 
charge again this year, due to 
grant funding made available to 
our school district.  This year’s 
program will be held at CDW for 
all grade levels, due to scheduled 
maintenance projects in our 
elementary school.  

Half-day sessions will include: 

• Year-in-Review Sessions for 
the child’s grade level that will 
have just ended 

• Year-in-Preview Sessions for 
the child’s grade-level that will 
be upcoming in September  

Registration for our Summer Skill-
Booster Program will open soon. 
Information will be forthcoming 
and sent to all families. 

Should you have any questions in 
advance of the registration 
information, please contact Mr. 
Lauriello at lauriello@nvnet.org. 

100th Day Celebration 
From the very first day of the school year, the students in 
kindergarten begin to keep track of the number of days they have 
been in school. Through their tracking, they learn about groups of 
five and groups of ten, with the mounting anticipation of the 100th 
day of school. The 100th day of school is a day that marks their 
display of the number 100 through graphs and manipulatives, and 
it also represents progress and growth in all areas of kindergarten.  

The first 100th day of school was celebrated in 1979 by Lynn Taylor, 
along with her colleagues. From them, the idea grew not only as a 
means for celebration but also as an instructional mechanism for 
teaching number sense. 

Number Sense
Number sense is a person’s ability to understand, relate, and 
connect numbers precisely and fluently. Students with strong 
number sense can visualize and talk about numbers; can take 
numbers apart and put them back together; compute mentally; 
and can relate numbers to real-life problems. We strive to build 
strong number sense at the elementary grades, which will support 
upper-grade math success.

http://oldtappanschools.org


oldtappanschools.org February 2023

Please, recycle. 6

Preschool Application Information 

Old Tappan Public 
Preschool Program 

 

 

Integrated Preschool Program 
for 3- and 4-Year-Olds 

 
The Old Tappan Public Preschool Program is a 
nurturing, early childhood learning program for 
typically-developing children and those with 
special needs. Students are placed together in 
an integrated learning environment that utilizes a 
child-centered approach of combining learning 
with play. Children are immersed in a variety of 
planned activities to promote school readiness 
skills, language development, and social/ 
emotional growth. Our Preschool Program 
weaves naturally into our kindergarten 
programming, allowing for transitional ease. 
Please see our application for details and lottery 
information about available general education 
seats. We look forward to welcoming your child! 

‣ Limited Seats (4) Open for Lottery 
‣ Only Toilet-trained Children Eligible 
‣ Applications Available: oldtappanschools.org 
‣ Applications Due: 3/24/23 
‣ Lottery for Open Seats: 3/27/23 
‣ Notification of Acceptance: 3/28/23 
 
When: September - June  

(follows PK-8 school calendar) 
 
Where: T. Baldwin Demarest Elementary School 

1 School Street, Old Tappan, NJ 07675 
 
Time:  8:25 AM - 2:55 PM 
 
Tuition: $11,000 for a 10-month program, 

inclusive of a $2,200 non-refundable 
deposit 

 

201.664.1421 

http://oldtappanschools.org
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Kindergarten Registration Information 

OLD TAPPAN PreK-8 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Kindergarten Registration
Deadline March 31, 2023

If you have a child who will be entering Kindergarten in the fall of 2023, the 
deadline to register him/her is March 31, 2023. We will be making individual 
in-person appointments after school hours during the months of February 
and March. To make an appointment for registration, please call or email Ms. 
Chamesian at 201-664-7176 ext. 1000 or chamesians@nvnet.org.

Please note the following:
To be eligible for Kindergarten, your child must turn 

5 years of age on or before October 1, 2023.
There are three phases to the registration process: 1.) an ONLINE portion; 
2.) a PAPER portion; and 3.) an IN-PERSON proof-of-residency portion.

Online: The link for submitting your child’s registration information, 
which includes family and emergency contacts, is available on the Old 
Tappan Schools’ website (www.oldtappanschools.org). Please access the 
registration link and follow the directions.

Paper: The paper portion of the registration packet can be found on the 
Old Tappan Schools’ website (www.oldtappanschools.org) to be printed, 
or you may pick up the paper packet from our school during school hours. 
When you come to the school for Step #3, bring the paper packet with you.

In-Person (by appointment only): Bring completed paper forms, 
original proof-of-residency documents, and one additional copy of all 
documentation to the T. Baldwin Demarest Elementary School O!ce 
located at One School Street during your scheduled appointment.

If you have another child in the Old Tappan Schools, the full 
registration process must be completed again. Should you have 

any questions, call or e-mail Ms. Chamesian at 
201-664-7176, ext. 1000 or chamesians@nvnet.org.

 
We look forward to having your child join our Old Tappan school family!

http://oldtappanschools.org
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Regional Parent Program 

Region III Consortium

Join us for a night with Jordan Toma

Social Media Phenomenon

Author of I’m Just a Kid
with An IEP

May 3, 2023 @ 7 pm
NVRHS @ Demarest Auditorium
Please RSVP (Link) by April 6th

Target Audience … Parents and Special Education Teams

Region III
Alpine

Closter
Demarest

Harrington Park
Haworth

Northvale
Norwood

N.V.R.H.S.
Old Tappan

Valley Regional Programs

Ms. Cara Bayer, Region III Coordinator
Ms. Krista Grinkin, Supervisor of Special Education
Ms. Patricia Eichenlaub, Director of Special Services
Ms. Anna Kuzdraj, Director of Special Education
Ms. Celeste Bonura, Director of Special Programs
Dr. Kylie Porcelli, Supervisor of Special Education
Ms. Kimberly Faustini, Supervisor of Special Education
Ms. Keri Regina, Director of Special Education
Ms. Barbara Battaglia, Director of Special Education
Ms. Abbe Lewites, Director of Special Education
Dr. Blair Rosenthal, Director/Principal of VRP

Click HERE for the RSVP LINK

https://forms.gle/88u1MoPfQ2rfMxAq9
http://oldtappanschools.org
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Recycling Challenge: CDW Already Collected 
Nearly 1,000 Pounds of Plastic Film! 

How It Works: 
We are collecting plastic film in the three 
containers outside of CDW.  

Once a month, from October through April, 
our CDW students will retrieve the 
collection bags, weigh the contents, and 
track our collections.  

Our custodians will bring our recycling to 
the collection center.  

In April, we will find out how our school 
ranked in the collection of recyclable  
plastic film. If we collect the most in our 
school size category, we could win 
ANOTHER Trex bench for our outdoor 
classroom! 
What:    See eligible items above 
When:   October 1, 2022 - April 15, 2023 

Where: Containers at Charles DeWolf - 
                              275 Old Tappan Road 

Help CDW Win Another Plastic Film 

NEX-TREX 
Recycling Challenge at CDW!

We are competing against schools our size nationwide.  

Drop off your plastic in CDW’s outside containers!

Contest is sponsored by Trex   ! trex.com/recycling 

  

http://oldtappanschools.org

